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Course Description

What is “American”? What does it mean to be an “American”? The field of American Studies has traditionally been U.S.-centered, focusing on the United States and its dominating position in the world. Until recently, the experiences of peoples of diverse cultural and historical backgrounds have largely been bypassed. As America experiences dramatic demographic changes, and as new international relations takes shape, the question of what it means to be an American highlights important issues in the United States, throughout the Americas, and worldwide, providing a key focus of social inquiry, theoretical and practical.

By drawing on individual voices and experiences, as well as interdisciplinary frameworks and approaches that constitute the field of American Studies, this course examines the multiple ways that “American” has been defined and interpreted in the historical era from World War II to the present, and traces the themes of migration, work and family. The course is designed to introduce students to the methods and approaches in the field of American Studies. Class materials include fiction, film, television, paintings, photographs, historical essays, oral histories, and autobiography. Classes include lectures, video and audio presentations, group discussions, project work, and guest presentations. Students are expected to do all the assigned readings, participate in classroom activities, and actively analyze cultural “texts” in class (rather than listening to lectures every class). 

The course is intended to help students develop specific sets of knowledge, skills, and attitudes that will help them broaden and deepen their learning experience in the university and beyond, especially through greater clarity about their own historically constructed identities in U.S. society and in the world, understanding of the (im)migrant experience, awareness of racial stereotypes, and ability to interact comfortably with people of diverse backgrounds. 

First Year Seminars

This course is a First Year Seminar (FYS). First Year Seminars welcome new students (with fewer than 30 credits) to UMass Boston with small-sized courses designed to prepare them for a successful college experience. Students may choose from a variety of FYS courses, reflecting a wide range of topics and disciplines. A major goal of First Year Seminars is to practice the following habits of mind essential to university level educational success: Careful reading; Clear writing; Critical thinking; Information literacy and technology; Working in teams; Oral presentation; Academic self-assessment.

All First Year Seminars meet 4 hours per week and carry 4 credits. A mentor and a staff academic advisor are assigned to each seminar. Among other things, the mentor(s) can help you with computer accounts, e-mail, and with library research. The advisor will visit the class once or twice during the semester, and can be contacted for help with choosing courses and major,
with financial aid, and any problems with university life in general. 
    

If you entered UMB with 30 or more transferable credits, you should not be enrolled in this course. If you do enroll, you will be retroactively withdrawn during the semester and will not receive credit for it. In addition, if you have taken another G 100-level course in any department at UMB, you cannot receive credit for this one.

Course Goals

The main purpose of this course is to help you develop specific sets of knowledge, skills, and attitudes that will enhance and deepen your learning experience in the university and beyond, especially through: 

· clarity about own historically constructed identities in U.S. society and in the world

· greater understanding of the (im)migrant experience

· awareness of racial stereotypes

· ability to interact comfortably with people of diverse backgrounds

As a FYS, the course is also designed to help you develop the reading, writing, oral and critical analysis skills you will need for proceeding through the university. The course includes work on library research and on improving your computer skills. In addition, the course will focus on developing your team work skills and your competence in assessing your own learning abilities.

Clear and effective writing: This course will help you to improve your ability to express yourself clearly on paper. It will provide you with the opportunity to practice revising your written work in order to improve your organization and presentation of your ideas. In writing, you will work toward being able to use evidence appropriately to deal with and apply complex ideas accurately.

Conscious and critical reading: We will discuss effective reading strategies (to find “main arguments” or identify evidence, for example). We will explore a range of text types that you may encounter at the university level: narrative and autobiographical accounts, essays, historical writing, and fiction; and we will practice effective reading approaches to these various forms. 

Active listening and confident speaking: Throughout the course you will learn the oral skills of doing active listening, interviews, oral reports and project presentations. 

Critical thinking: In writing or speaking, you will learn to cite evidence appropriately, accurately represent and attribute complex ideas, and apply theoretical material to other situations. You will begin to assess the credibility of sources, including internet sources.

Information literacy: You will practice locating and evaluating a variety of different kinds of sources through using the Healey Library, including on-line sources. You will become familiar with a variety of information-gathering tools (both electronic and print sources).  

Team work: At various points during that semester, you will work with classmates to accomplish specific tasks. At the end of some group assignments, you will describe your groups’ working process and evaluate your role in contributing to the success (or lack of success) of your group.

Self-assessment: You will work on becoming conscious of the strengths and learning skills you already have, and you will set goals for improving your skills. At various points during the semester, you will evaluate your progress in improving your learning skills by reviewing the work you have completed thus far during the term.

The Student Mentor

All FYS have a peer mentor working with the class. Our mentor is David Goldberg. David will attend class regularly, be available outside of class to talk with you, help direct you to student support services, assist you with library and computer questions, work with small groups during class discussions, and generally be there to offer you support when/if you need it. He can be reached via email at gberg70@hotmail.com

Student Referral Program

If it appears to the teacher that you might not pass this First Year Seminar, and if the instructor cannot figure out how to support your success in the course, the instructor might inform Dr. Elsa Casas, Director of the Student Referral Program (M-3-625;
287-5500). Dr. Casas or her staff would attempt to help you address the difficulties that are interfering with your success in the class. If you do not want your instructor to let the Student Referral Program know that you are having difficulty, please let your instructor know. 

Assessment of these Courses 

In addition to course evaluation forms that are routinely administered at the end of each course at UMass Boston, an assessment committee will look at randomly chosen student writing from First Year Seminars. Please save all your writing in this course so that if you are randomly chosen you will have your work available. The purpose of
this is to improve the program and to improve particular courses, as necessary. You may remove your name from your papers if you choose to submit them anonymously.

How to Reach Me

I am available by appointment during regular office hours i.e. Mondays and Wednesdays from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm, or at a mutually agreed time. My office is in Wheatley, 5th floor, Room 107. My office number is 617.287.6777, and my email address is Shirley.Tang@umb.edu Please contact me if you have any questions, academically-related or not. You should consult with me directly about leave(s) of absence and/or extension for homework assignments. In general it is a good idea to check in with your professor at least once in the semester.

Readings

Philip Roth, Goodbye Columbus, 1960.

A xeroxed packet of readings to be purchased in class during the first week. The cost of the course packet is $20.00. It covers additional photocopying costs for the duration of the semester. 

Course Requirements

1. Attendance and participation


20%

2. Two (2) graded papers



25%

3. Journal entries (on assigned topics)

20%

4. Three (3) In-class graded writing exercises
15%

5. Two (2) library assignments


10%

6. One (1) oral presentation


10%

Student Responsibilities and Grading Policies 

· By enrolling in this class, each student is making a commitment to completing all the course requirements (see Course Requirements and this section). These assignments build upon each other and are designed to help you accomplish the goals in this class.

· Attendance and participation are essential to do well in this class. Please see my expectations in I of this section.

· Completing homework assignments on time is extremely important. Assignments may not be graded if they are turned in more than a week late. Please see my expectations in II, III, IV and V of this section.

· Grading for this class is based on each student's performance—on evidence of your efforts. 

· This course takes students out of the "safe zone" of the traditional classroom. Notice, for example, that there are no mid-term or final examinations. This does not mean that the course will be easy. On the contrary, there are assignments throughout the semester that require you to do your reading thoroughly—including readings that may not be fully covered in class due to time constraints or other issues that may arise—and to reflect on your personal experiences deeply. There will also be in-class graded writing exercises on course materials and class discussions. 

· This course is about U.S. culture and society since 1945. Some of the students who will do the best work in this class will be those with relatively less knowledge about U.S. history or those with little experience living in the U.S. Similarly, some of the students who will have the most problems in this class will be those who are used to memorizing particular facts about U.S. history and will not take the discussions and assignments as seriously as others, feeling that they already know the subject matter. For all students, I emphasize the following: through this class, you will learn many important things, including the voices, perspectives and experiences of people from diverse historical and cultural backgrounds that may be new to you. At some point in the course, each of us may feel a bit out of place, unfamiliar with some references. It is up to each student to put aside preconceived notions, listen carefully, share your ideas, do all the assignments, and take the initiative and make the effort as part of their learning experience.

· Suggestions for Course Groundrules (to be discussed with students):

I Attendance and Participation
Attendance and effort are essential to do well. Class participation is expected in terms of discussing readings, videos, music and ideas, listening actively, sharing experiences, working collaboratively with classmates in large and small groups, consulting and sharing with students, your peer mentor, and your professor, and communicating regularly via email. Missing class regularly and other evidence of not trying, such as using someone else’s work for yourself, will affect your grade severely. Examples: a letter grade may be lowered if you miss a total of four classes. 

You must prepare for the reading(s) listed for the class session before you come to that class. You are also required to bring your readings to class.

If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to find out what you have missed. You are required to go see the mentor to arrange to photocopy notes, find out about assignments and announcements etc. You should also get the phone numbers or email addresses of at least two people in the class so that you can easily and quickly find out what you need to do to be prepared to return to class.

Finally, in the event that you must miss class, please let me know as far ahead of time as possible by leaving me a voicemail or email message. I will be much more inclined to help you to make up missing work if you have been respectful and sincere in taking responsibility for your absence. If something unavoidable and urgent comes up that means you will have to miss consecutive classes, schedule an appointment with the instructor to draw up a plan with you to make sure you don’t fall behind.

________________________________________  Name, phone, email address of student in class

________________________________________  Name, phone, email address of student in class

________________________________________  Name, phone, email address of student in class

II Semester-long Project: 

The purpose of this semester’s project is to document the im(migration) stories of diverse people in the Americas, and the impact of the 911/World Trade Center event upon people’s lives and worldviews. In doing so, we will explore the intersections of personal life and history, examine in-depth such themes as loyalty, patriotism, home, identity and citizenship, and imagine how “we” can make things better. 

· Your work in this semester-long project consists of two 5-page papers, some of your journal entries, one library assignment, and one oral presentation [about 50 % of your final grade altogether]:

Paper One: Migration Story [10%]
Paper Two: Impact of 911/World Trade Center event on Family & Community History[15%]
Journal entries on assigned topics (see below for details; incorporated into Paper One & Two assignments) [10%]


Library assignment (see below for details) [5%]


Oral presentation (see below for details) [10%]

· The final project (both papers) requires you to conduct interviews with a person of your choice, but preferably somebody whose group or community is typically under-represented and under-documented. For example, who are the people whose points of view are often omitted from most histories? Who is missing in the mainstream media coverage of the 911 event and its aftermath? You are strongly encouraged to work with students in other classes at UMass Boston, particularly students who are currently taking courses in the programs of Africana Studies, Asian American Studies, Latino Studies, and American Studies. You may contact me as soon as possible for suggestions.
· Each paper builds upon other written assignments, including journal entries, in-class graded writing exercises, and library assignments. 

· For each essay, you will do three (3) drafts; the first must be in nearly final form; then, after a peer review and feedback from the instructor, you must revise based upon readers’ comments and your own new ideas. The final draft must be edited for grammar, spelling, format, etc. 

· All drafts of the essays should be written on the computer; each time you submit a draft of the essay, you should also submit the previous draft(s) of that essay so that I can see the changes you have made. 

· Your grade will be based on the quality of the final paper and on how much the paper has developed through revision. 

· All papers and reports should be submitted on 8.5 X 11 inch white paper, #12 fonts, double spaced, with one inch margins on all sides. A title and your name must be included for every assignment.

· See the following for specific steps and instructions.

Paper Assignment One: Migration story

In this assignment you will research and write history by telling the story of one person’s or family’s story of migration to the United States, or significant move within the United States.  You will be writing as a collector of Oral History. This project will involve:

· Reviewing literature related to the topic 

· Identifying a specific person whose story you wish to tell

· Conducting and analyzing interviews

· Using the information from the interviews and putting the story into a written form—while preserving the person’s own voice and own point of view as much as possible. 

· Gathering relevant resource materials such as family photographs or newspaper articles or archival documents

Step 1: Planning [Journal Entry #2 – feedback from peer in class]—due Friday, 2/8

· List one specific individual who you think can be knowledgeable, supportive and willing as resources for this paper. How do you know this person, what makes you think of him/her, and how can s/he be contacted?

· List 1-3 specific idea and question that you would like to explore in-depth about the person’s migration, and explain clearly what your ideas and questions are. Think about how this paper should connect with the second one, and the larger picture that this project seeks to explore. 

· What resource materials do you think you have access to for your project? For example, letters, photographs, objects, scrapbooks, clothing, etc

Step 2: Literature Review [Journal Entry #3 – feedback from instructor]—due Wednesday, 2/20

· Review the stories of migration covered in class (Agueros, Roth, Blues songs, Okubo). What were the factors that caused each move to come about? What impact did the move have upon the lives of the people who moved? Reexamine JE #2, resubmit idea/question.

· (optional) Review any other sources that can potentially help you write your paper, including books and websites. In what ways is each of these sources helpful? 

Step 3: Conducting and analyzing Interviews [Journal Entry  #4 – feedback from instructor] 2/20

· Conduct an interview. How did the interview go? What did you learn about the person’s migration story? What other questions do you want to ask the person? 

· (optional) Conduct a second interview. This time tape your interview if possible. Transcribe a section you plan to use in your paper. Now edit this section. Submit   transcript, the edited version, and a written justification for the editing you have done. [This will be Journal Entry #4b]  
Step 4: Writing Oral History [Paper – three drafts]

· Using the information from your interview, write the person’s answers to your questions into a story, from his/her point of view. This means you will write the story as if you are telling about your own immigration or migration. This means you will use “I” in the body of the paper. Include the person’s name in the paper, if you have his/her consent. 

· First draft will be reviewed by instructor, who will provide feedback on ideas and concepts. [due Monday, 2/25]

· Second draft will be reviewed by instructor. You will also discuss the paper with your assigned peer, and in some cases, your peer mentor. [due Monday, 3/4]

· Final draft of paper is due [due Monday, 3/11]

Paper Assignment Two: 

Impact of 911/World Trade Center Incident on Family or Community History
In a 5-page essay, you are asked to document and analyze the impact of 911/World Trade Center Incident on the lives and worldviews of one or two members of a family or a community. You may want to trace the themes of loyalty, patriotism, home/belonging, American identity and citizenship. 

You will interview the same person and one or two more member(s) of the person’s family or community. Examples of a “community” are: the person’s racial/cultural group, neighborhood where s/he lives, workplace, etc.     

Step 1: Planning

· Review the steps you took and the skills you practiced in Paper Assignment One 

· Map out a plan and a timeline for your project. Use the plan & timeline, and integrate suggestions that follow. 

Step 2: Literature Review

· Review essays by Noda and Agueros – What are their lessons/insights on “where is home”? 

· Review all materials collected from Library Research Assignment #1

· Review all materials collected from Internet Research Assignment

· You will use these sources to document the background, scope, and major facts about the event.

Step 3: Conducting and Analyzing Interviews

· Interview the same person. This time focus on the impact of 911/WTC on the lives, and help the person compare/contrast views that s/he has previously expressed. See more sample questions (to be distributed). 

· Interview other members of the person’s family or community.

· (optional) Write about a misunderstanding about interviewee #1, or something you understood by the second/third interview that you missed the first/second time around. [This can be Journal Entry 4c)

Step 4:  Writing the paper [3 drafts]

· This time, I want to hear your voice—your interpretation—of the impact of the event on the family or the community based on your documentation. This involves a complex critical thinking and writing process!

· Your documentation consists of a diverse range of sources, including your informant(s), and many others. You should think about who is speaking (the person’s background and affiliation), and what, why, and how things are being said in each source.  

· Even members of the same family or community may have different impressions of the event and different views of its impact. You should account for such differences. 

· Findings and analysis: 

1. Write about the important findings you learned about the impact of the 911/WTC event on the lives and worldviews of the people you interview. 

2. Is this what you expected to find out? Why or why not?

3. How can your findings be useful to others? Be as specific as possible.

· Here are some questions for you to probe into deeply before you write:

4. When did the event take place? What exactly happened? Who was affected?

5. What other events or circumstances led up to this event?

6. Who were the major “players” and what were their roles?

7. What were the immediate effects of the event? the long-term consequences?

8. What is the impact of the event on the lives and worldviews of your informants? What did the event allow to happen, and/or prevent from happening?

7. Citation – Re-examine Step 2: Literature Review. You should cite all the sources at the end of your 5-page paper. There should be at least two (2) additional sources besides the interview, and the assigned readings i.e. Noda, Agueros, etc. At least one of the sources must be a print (this means non-internet) source. Please print out as many sources as you can and submit them to me along with your paper.

8. Draft #1—due Monday, 4/8

9. Draft #2—due Friday, 4/19

10. Final draft—due Monday, 5/6

Step 5: Preparing for Project Presentation and Reflections

· See oral presentation for details

III Journal Entries

· Your journal is intended to be a place for you to gain practice in putting your thoughts in writing – to enable you to analyze critically and/or reflect deeply and on class readings, film/videos/TV, music, class discussions, project work, and even your own learning experience. 

· You will be assigned topics and questions for your journal entries, and the due date of each entry is specified in the Schedule. [Please note that Journal entry #2, 3, 4 are incorporated into the semester-long Project. All other journal entry assignments are marked as Journal Entry #…and followed by questions in the Schedule.]

· Your Journal will cover entries on the following areas:

Entries on the reading

Entries on in-class viewing of movies, videos, and television

Entries on music

Entries on class discussions

Entries on project work

Entries on ongoing learning experience

· For those of you who are not used to conceptualizing your ideas in words, this is an opportunity for you to practice this skill. 

· Everyone is strongly encouraged to be creative with your journal. You can use maps, drawings, photographs, and even architectural design, etc in the production of your journal. 

· The writing part of your journal entry should be typed. Unless otherwise stated, the writing should be about one-page long for each entry.

· Your journal does not require a formal writing style. Short paragraphs and phrases are acceptable; spelling and grammar mistakes should be cautioned against.

· Your journal entries should be completed by the due dates as listed in the Schedule. You will often need it for class discussions.  I will collect your Journal at different times during the semester, with or without prior notification. So, please bring your Journal to all class sessions.

IV Library Assignments

Library Assignment #1

You will learn the way in which history is being told in this assignment. It is designed to assist you in your research for the second paper in the semester-long project. You will work in groups, which will be made up by the instructor. Each group will analyze a different set of journalistic accounts of the 911/WTC event, in order to arrive together at conclusions about what sorts of factors might shape the telling of what seems to be the same historical story. The project involves:

Step 1: Planning

Your group will investigate the media coverage of the 911/WTC event in different sorts of publications. As a group, you will decide on what kind of publications you will pursue in your research [3/25 M]. For example, one group might decide to look at coverage of the event in the New York Times, while another might look at coverage in an ethnic news website, and a third group might look at coverage in a journal with a stated political orientation. We will try to have the different groups investigate as many kinds of publications as possible.  

Step 2: Library research

The next class meeting will take place at the library [3/29 F]. Each group will find, and then analyze, a particular account of the event. You will photocopy the article your group has chosen, identify the source, and analyze the article—its contents, its tone, and the way it is delivered.(Worksheet to be distributed)

Step 3: Report back and analysis

In the following class meeting [Monday, 4/1], each group will report back to the class as a whole. We will analyze the following: 

· the differences among the different versions of history

· the connections between the publication’s mission or major readership and the way that publication tells the “history”

Step 4: Self/Group evaluation
Each member of the group will fill out a self/group evaluation sheet, in which you evaluate the performance of your group as a whole, as well as your own individual contribution to the group work.

Step 5: Submitting your assignment

As a group, you will turn in three things on Monday, 4/1:

1. one (1) copy of the article from your research

2. one (1) worksheet on the group analysis of the article 

3. ___ individual self/group evaluation sheets 

They should all be stapled together with a cover sheet listing the names of all your group members.

Library Assignment #2 

The second library assignment asks you to become an “expert” on a historical figure from any of the three historical periods: 1945-1960; 1960-1975; 1975-1990s. You will work in a different group this time. Each group will be assigned a historical period. As a group, you will decide on a list of the most important historical figures of that period. The project involves: 

Step 1: Planning

Your group will decide together on a list of the most important historical figures of the assigned period. You should reexamine all the previous class activities and class discussions, beginning with the Teaching/Learning activity. You will pick one figure to concentrate on for your research. [Class session on 4/10 W]

Step 2: Library research

In the following class session, your group will meet in the library. Using the electronic databases, each member of the group will work individually and locate at least TWO articles about the figure. Your job now is to 1) sketch out a brief profile of your figure (in a 2-page paper); and 2) come up with differences among the articles: differences in tone, differences of opinion, and differences of emphasis (see: worksheet). If, for any reason, you are unable to locate any article about the figure, you are required to contact me immediately for suggestions on resource people for information. You should not feel discouraged to study a historical figure that is relatively not “known”. In fact, your job is to figure out why this is the case.

Step 3: Thinking differently/Becoming

In the following week [Monday, 4/1], you will be studying, on your own, this figure in greater depth. One week later (4/22 M), you will participate in class activity called Diversity-In-Motion.

Step 4: Submitting your assignment

As a group, you will turn in two things on 4/22 M:

1. one (1) copy of ALL the articles from your research

2. one (1) copy of ALL the papers and worksheets

They should all be stapled together with a cover sheet listing the names of all your group members.

Step 5: Reflections on Thinking Differently and Becoming
Each member of the group will email your other group members and the instructor (and, if you want, everyone in class) your reflections on the experience. We will activate a dialogue with one another on the experience of thinking differently and becoming.

V 
Oral Presentations

1.
Migration Stories – Paper assignment #1

Each student will share his/her interviewee’s migration story with the rest of the class. The story can be funny, silly, sad, nostalgic, exciting, etc. You have 5 minutes each for your presentation. 

2.
Project Presentation – Paper assignment #2 & reflections on whole project

On the day of your presentation, on the assigned day within the period 4/24 to 5/1, you should have:

a. a nearly completed project “product” (paper assignment #1, paper assignment #2, collection of artifacts, photos, display board, reference articles, etc). You will bring in everything to show the class. However, your completed project product is due on 5/6.


b. a project report with the following information:


Overview: Explain the focus, background, and purpose of your project. 

· Review all your assignments related to this project (class discussions, library assignment #1, journal entries #2-4, paper assignment #1)


Methods: Explain how you carried your project

· how did you find out your information [for example, interviews, library research, attending events?]

· what were the difficulties and limitations of the work you did and the methods you used?

Findings and Analysis: Explain and show what you learned and why it is important. This is the main body of your Paper Assignment #2 (see also: Paper Assignment Step 4 Writing the Paper).

· what are the important findings of the impact of the 911/WTC event upon the lives and worldviews of your interviewee(s)? 

· is this what you expected to find out? Why or why not?

· How can your findings be useful to others? Be as specific as possible.

Evaluation and Reflection: Reflect critically on your learning

· What was most successful in your project?

· What was most difficult about doing your project?

· If you had more time, how would you improve or continue your project?

· What did you learn about the process of doing research?

· What did you learn about yourself – your own interests, values, strengths and weaknesses, future plans?

· How do you use your understanding about the intersection of personal life story with history to imagine the future?

VI
In-class Graded Writing

In order to prepare you for writing essay exams in future courses, you will engage in in-class graded essay writing at least three times during the semester. The following are incorporated into the syllabus to help you do well:

· Class discussion on the elements that make a good essay

· Journal entry assignments- reflection memos and critical essays 

· In class, you will be given a few questions, and you will be asked to write a 1-2 page essay on one of them. 

· After you write the essay, I will collect your essay, and we will have a class discussion on what would make an effective response to the question. 

Schedule of Class Meetings & Assignments

1/28 & 1/30 & 2/1
Introduction – What and Who is American?

1/28 (M)


Course overview

Student Background Forms

Class activity: Teaching/Learning U.S. Culture & Society 

Assignment: Review syllabus. Prepare reading. Each student will write 2-3 paragraphs: 1) What is a skill I currently have? 2) What is one additional specific skill I would like to develop in this class? Is there any assignment(s) that you think will be really helpful? [Journal entry #0; due 1/30 W] 

1/30 (W)


Quiz on Syllabus

Reading: Kesaya Noda, “Growing up Asian in America” in Making Waves: An Anthology of

Writings By and About Asian American Women. Boston: Beacon Press. 1989.

2/1 (F)


Class activity: Paired interview & report back

Assignment: “Autobiography and History” Provide some background information about yourself (like Where were you born? Where do you live? What is important in your life? What are your life goals and aspirations?). Focus your essay on four main questions: 1) What is happening in the world (like war, (im)migration, racism, sexism, economic recession, civil unrest, etc) 2) How did things get this way? 3) In what ways have these happenings shaped your life or influenced your life plans? Be as specific as possible. 4) How can “we” make things better? [Journal entry #1; due 2/4 M]

2/4 & 2/6 & 2/8



2/4 (M)



Semester-long project overview 

Slide & powerpoint presentation: work by professional artists who integrate oral/family history in their work; photo essay on community history by SMFA Youth-Art-In-Action; Ken Mochizuki, Passage to Freedom
Assignment: See Paper Assignment One Step 1 Planning [Journal Entry #2; due 2/8 Fri]

2/6 (W) 

Academic Advising Session (1)

2/8 (F)

Class activity: Journal entry #2: Planning – Peer review 

Class activity: Practice Interviews on The Moving Experience 

1945-1960: 
Post War America

2/11 & 2/13 & 2/15

2/11(M)


Impact of World War II on Japanese Americans

Readings: 

Mine Okubo, excerpts from Citizen 13660
Janice Mirikitani, “Prisons of Silence” & “Crazy Alice” (poems)

Slide presentation: Ken Mochizuki, Heroes
The Cold War 

Viewing: Kevin Rafferty et al, The Atomic Café, 1982 (excerpts)

The Great Migration



Studio session: Postwar Chicago Blues
2/13 (W)

Secondary Migration: The American Suburb

Reading: Philip Roth, Goodbye Columbus (excerpts)

The Immigrant Experience

Reading: Jack Agueros, “Halfway to Dick and Jane”

Assignment: See Paper Assignment One [Journal Entry #3 and #4; due 2/20]

2/15 (F)

Library Session: Using Electronic Databases 

2/18 & 2/20 & 2/22

2/18 (M)


President’s Day – Holiday

2/20 (W)

First In-class Graded Writing Exercise 

Contemporary case - Wen Ho Lee

2/22 (F)

Library session: Searching Periodicals

Assignment: Paper #1 first draft

2/25 & 2/27 & 3/1
2/25 (M)

First Draft of Paper Assignment One (Migration Story) due

Oral Presentation (1): Migration Stories

2/27 (W)

Housework as Polemic
Viewing: I Love Lucy  (excerpts)

Assignment: 1) “Marge, who likes housework?…I guess there’s a few people who do, but when a family starts makin’ money…They will get themselves a maid to do the housework.” – Childress, p 140. Give concrete examples of the kind of “work” Mildred did, and how she felt about it. 2) “We can no longer ignore that voice within women that says: ‘I want something more than my husband and my children and my home.”’ – Friedman, p 27. What is the historical significance of this claim in the early 1960s? [Journal Entry #5; due 3/1]

3/1 (F)

Readings:

Betty Friedman, “The Problem That Has No Name”

Alice Childress, Like One of the Family (excerpts)

Contemporary case – “Ain’t I A Woman? Campaign” National Mobilization Against Workshops

Assignment: 1) What is a powerful theme or idea that stands out most in a. Martin Luther King’s letter and b. Malcolm X’s speech? 2) What did King and Malcolm X each view as a solution to end racial inequality? How did each of them say it? [Journal Entry #6; due Monday 3/4]

1960-1975: 
Racial Inequality, “The Great Society”, The War in Vietnam, and Political/Cultural/Oppositional Movements

3/4 & 3/6 & 3/8 

3/4 (M)

Second draft of Paper Assignment One due

Readings: 

Jessie Lopez de la Cruz, “The First Woman Farmworker out in the Fields”

Martin Luther King, Jr. “Letters from a Birmingham Jail”

Malcolm X, “Message to the Grassroots”

Viewing: Eyes on the Prize (clips)

3/6 (W)

Exchange second draft of Paper One with peer; peer review due Monday 3/8

Viewing: Chicano! (clips)

Assignment: 1) What stands out most in your mind/memory from watching the video documentaries? 2) What is a powerful theme or idea or visual image that you think is important to remember? 3) Write one-two sentences on the perspectives on war and life in Vietnam addressed in each of the following: Terry, Kiang, Mariscal. [Journal Entry #7; due 3/11 Monday] 

3/8 (F)

Computer Lab Session 1: Introduction to the On-line classroom

3/11 & 3/13 & 3/15

3/11 (M)

Final draft of Paper Assignment One due

Viewing: Hearts and Minds (clips)

Readings: 

Wallace Terry, ed., Bloods: An Oral History of the Vietnam War by Black Veterans, 1984. (excerpts)

Peter Kiang,” About Face: Recognizing Asian & Pacific American Vietnam Veterans in Asian American Studies”, Amerasia 17:3 (1991): 22-40.

George Mariscal, ed., Aztlan and Viet Nam: Chicano and Chicana Experiences of the War, University of California Press, 1999. (excerpts)

Stokely Carmichael, Black Power (excerpts)

Rey “Sylvia Lee” Rivera, “The Drag Queen”

3/13 (W)

Second In-class graded Assignment 

3/15 (F)

Computer Lab Session 2: On-line discussion – How do the different accounts of the Vietnam War try to establish its authority? What do you learn from this discussion that may help you work on your paper assignment #2, this time with a focus on the 911/WTC event? What do you learn from a previous discussion on the impact of World War II on Japanese Americans that may help you work on assignment #2? Groups prepare to do library research on 911/WTC (see Library Assignment #1)

Assignment: Mid-semester evaluation: Briefly reflect on your learning in this course. What has been most interesting or exciting? What has been most difficult or frustrating? How do you rate the readings, lectures, videos and discussions? What questions do you still hope to answer in the course? [Journal Entry #8; due 3/25 Monday]

3/18 & 3/20 & 3/22 
Spring vacation – no class 

*You should be researching (see: Library assignment #1) and conducting your interview(s) for your Paper Assignment Two during this time.

1975-1990s 
The Reagan-Bush Years, Post-Industrial and Post-National America

3/25 & 3/27 & 3/29

3/25 (M)

Deindustrialization and its Social Effects

Viewing: Who Killed Vincent Chin? (clips)

Reading: McCormick, “Blue Collar Blues”

3/27 (W)

Preparatory discussion for Library Assignment #1 (Friday session) – What specifically do we want to look for in the research?

3/29 (F)

Library session: Library Assignment #1 – see: Library Assignment #1 Step 2 Library Research; due 4/1 Monday

4/1 & 4/3 & 4/5

4/1 (M)

Library Assignment #1: Group reports on Library Assignment; discussion; and self-evaluation

(see: Library Assignment #1 Step 3 and Step 4)

Studio session: Bruce Springsteen, Nebraska

Assignment: 1) How can you connect the songs by Springsteen we played to the class’s major themes (work, family, migration)? List the songs by name that help you make the connection. 2) Pick one of the songs, and write about the way it sounds to you. You can write about the instruments, the voices, the tempo. Use at least five adjectives to describe the musical part of the song. [Journal entry #9; due 4/5 Monday]

4/3 (W)

Academic Advising Session (2)

4/5 (F)

Library session: Group work on Library Assignment #2 – see Library Assignment 

Assignment: Paper Assignment Two first draft; due 4/8 M

4/8 & 4/10 & 4/12
4/8 (M)

First draft of Paper Assignment Two due

Viewing: Holding Ground: The Rebirth of Dudley Street, 1996

Assignment: Reexamine our discussion on the Vincent Chin’s case. Reflect on the video documentary Holding Ground – 1) What enables residents of the Dudley Street neighborhood to come together? 2) How is the “American Dream” being defined by this neighborhood? [Journal Entry #10; due 4/10 Wednesday] 

4/10 (W)

Class activity: Group work on Library Assignment #2 – see Library Assignment #2

(Course withdrawal and pass-fail deadline for this course is Thursday, April 11)

4/12 (F) 

Class activity: Group work on Library Assignment #2 – see Library Assignment #2; due 4/22 Monday

4/15 & 4/17 & 4/19

4/15 (M) Patriots’ Day – Holiday

4/17 (W)

Third In-class Graded Writing Exercise

4/19 (F)

Second draft Paper Assignment #2 due

Class activity: Peer review/group work session on Paper Assignment #2

Choose one written paragraph and make copies for your group members. The class will discuss in small groups for peer feedback sessions. Each member of the group will read his/her paragraph aloud to the group. Each member of the group will have between 7-10 minutes to receive suggestions from group members on sources for research, possible interview questions, or ways in which the interview is connected to major themes in the course.

4/22 & 4/24 & 4/26

4/22 (M)

Library Assignment #2 due – see Library Assignment

Class Activity: Diversity-In-Motion (modified)

Preparatory discussion for Project Presentation

4/24 (W)

Project Presentation (1)

4/26 (F)

Project Presentation (2)

4/29 & 5/1 & 5/3

4/29 (M)

Project Presentation (3) and (4)

5/1 (W)

Project Presentation (5)

5/3 (F)

Viewing: Sadako
Studio session: Wyclef, Diallo
5/6 & 5/8

5/6 (M)

Semester-long project (both papers #1, #2 and all related assignments) due TODAY

Class evaluations

5/8 (W) 

Conclusions, Review, and Further Planning 

Submit all your coursework today (including all graded assignments and journal entries)

The End …Is Just the Beginning
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