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Sociol G110, Spring 2002


Sociology G110 - Insiders/Outsiders

Spring 2002

Estelle Disch, Department of Sociology

Phone: 617.287.6256 (office); 617.661.4667 (home).
E-mail: estelle.disch@umb.edu


Fax: 617.287.6288 (in Sociology office)

Office location: Wheatley Hall, 4th Floor, Room 18


Office Hours: Monday & Friday 9:00-10:15 plus by appointment

Peer Mentor: Gina Torres   torres_gina@hotmail.com

Class Academic Advisor: Julie Sanabria, University Advising Center,  617. 287.5500
Library Buddies: Janet DiPaolo and Sara Baron


This course is a First Year Seminar (FYS). First Year Seminars welcome new students (with fewer than 30 credits) to UMass Boston with small-sized courses designed to prepare them for a successful college experience. Students may choose from a variety of FYS courses, reflecting a wide range of topics and disciplines. A major goal of First Year Seminars is to practice the following habits of mind essential to university level educational success: Careful reading; Clear writing; Critical thinking; Information literacy and technology; Working in teams; Oral presentation; Academic self-assessment.

All First Year Seminars meet 4 hours per week and carry 4 credits. A mentor and a staff academic advisor are assigned to each seminar. Among other things, the mentor can help you with computer accounts, e-mail, and with library research. The advisor will visit the class once or twice during the semester, and can be contacted for help with choosing courses and major, with financial aid, and any problems with university life in general. 


If you entered UMB with 30 or more transferable credits, you should not be enrolled in this course. If you do enroll, you will be retroactively withdrawn during the semester and will not receive credit for it. In addition, if you have taken another G 100-level course in any department at UMB, you cannot receive credit for this one.


Student Referral Program. If it appears to the teacher that you might not pass this First Year Seminar, and if the instructor cannot figure out how to support your success in the course, the  instructor might inform Dr. Elsa Casas, Director of the Student Referral Program (M-3-625; 287-5500). Dr. Casas or her staff would attempt to help you address the difficulties that are interfering with your success in the class. If you do not want your instructor to let the Student Referral Program know that you are having difficulty, please let your instructor know. 


Assessment of these Courses. In addition to course evaluation forms that are routinely administered at the end of each course at UMass Boston, an assessment committee will look at randomly chosen student writing from First Year Seminars. Please save all your writing in this course so that if you are randomly chosen you will have your work available. The purpose of this is to improve the program and to improve particular courses, as necessary. You may remove your name from your papers if you choose to submit them anonymously.

The theme of this FYS is Insiders/Outsiders. In addition to becoming familiar with how sociologists look at the social world, as we progress through the course you will have an opportunity:

· To read about the experiences of several different individuals/groups as they have grappled with outsider status;

· To read and comprehend theoretical material about oppression, social identity development and the sociological imagination;

· To apply the theoretical material in the course to the lives of people about whom you are reading and to your own life;

· To grapple with a hypothetical insider/outsider dilemma that requires sensitive, careful decision-making; 

· To practice the skills/capabilities listed above; and

· To get to know UMass Boston, especially if this is your first semester on campus.

If you are a person with a disability who needs accommodation in order to enhance your success in this course, I will make every effort to provide such accommodation. People in the Ross Center for Disability services will meet with you to work out a plan and then ask you to communicate with me about it. Please visit the Ross Center if you have not yet done so (McCormack, 1st Floor, Room 401, phone 287-7430). 

I occasionally write about teaching and might at some point write about my experience teaching this course. When I write I do not include students’ names and include only general identifying information (such race or ethnicity or gender). I also occasionally talk with colleagues about my teaching either to ask for advice or to describe something that worked well. A colleague of mine might possibly visit this class. If any of this poses a problem for you, please let me know and I will do my best to assure your confidentiality.

Course Requirements

1. Writing and Critical Thinking. A primary aim of this course is to help you become a stronger writer and critical thinker. I require both graded and ungraded writing designed to help you practice both of these capabilities.
a.       Ungraded writing. Short, ungraded papers are due almost every week. These papers may be handwritten if you write or print very neatly. I grade these papers pass/fail and you must pass in order to get credit for the assignment. You may re-write a paper that does not pass if I receive it back within a week. The ungraded writing is designed to help you prepare for class discussion and for the graded writing assignments. Your successful completion of all ungraded writing assignments will also help your grade since you can earn an A (95) for this part of the course simply by passing the papers. These ten ungraded assignments constitute 10% of your final grade. If you complete fewer than the total, your grade for this part of the course will go down 5 points for each missed or failed assignment (e.g. 9=90, 8=85, 7=80, etc.) Ungraded papers are due on the day they are listed in the schedule below.

b. 
Graded writing. This course includes three graded papers and a graded Fact Sheet. The graded papers are designed to help you comprehend and utilize ideas in complex reading materials, make connections between different kinds of reading, and grapple with problem-solving. I allow revision of graded papers and will provide feedback sheets detailing the strengths and weaknesses of your graded papers, so that you can focus your revisions on some aspect(s) of the weaknesses I have identified. However, I only allow revision if you take advantage of the peer review process in class. Each graded paper has two due dates. On the first due date, you need to bring a near-final word-processed version of the paper to class. It will be reviewed by one of your peers in the class (I will provide guidelines). In the next class I will collect your final version along with the peer-reviewed version and a description of what you changed in your paper following peer review. If your final version needs revision, you will have a week or so to do that. I will need to see your original (with my comments) along with a statement about what you have changed in the paper. I will return all papers within a week of receiving them if they come in on time.

The first paper is 2 pages long and is worth 10% of your final grade. The second is 5 pages long and is worth 20%. The third is 7-8 pages long and is worth 30%. See the schedule below for the due dates.

c. 

Writing Portfolio. I want you to save all the writing you do for this course so that you  (or perhaps both of us) can look it over from time to time to assess your progress. It is possible that I will collect a random sample of portfolios from this class (either the original or a photocopy) at the end of the semester. A team of faculty assessing the success of these seminars will look at some of the portfolios (randomly chosen) from various sections.

2. Reading. This is a discussion-based course that requires that everyone come to class prepared to discuss the day’s reading. I will not be lecturing much. Rather, we will grapple together about the meaning of the reading, about how the readings relate to each other and about how the readings relate to things we encounter in our own lives. All graded papers will be based on the assigned readings. The third paper will also require additional sources to be found in the library. The Fact Sheet will require use of library resources as well.

3. Attendance. I expect you to attend class. I grade on attendance and that grade will comprise 10% of your final grade in the course. You may miss the equivalent of one week of class (4 hours) and still receive an A (95) for attendance. Beyond that, your attendance grade will fall as follows: 5 hours absent = 90; 6 hours = 85; 7 hours = 80; 8 hours = 75; 9 hours = 70; 10 hours = 65; 11 hours = 60; 12 hours = 55; 13 hours = 50; 14 = 45; 15=40; 16=35; 17=30; 18=25; 19=20; 20=15; 21=10; 22=5; 23=0. Please note that if you miss the entire class period on Friday (12:30-2:30) you will be logged in as having two hours of absence since this is a double class. Please save your free absences for child care emergencies, illnesses, T breakdowns, etc. If you miss more than 11 hours of class you will not pass this course unless I agree that there are extenuating circumstances. Please do your best to arrive in class on time. I frequently give directions related to in-class instructional activities at the start of class and I find it annoying to have to repeat them for latecomers. Lateness accumulates towards absences.
I have scheduled two Friday afternoon field trips (March 8 and April 5). These will take more than 2 hours and I will cancel an equivalent amount of class time to compensate for the added hours of class on those two days (the dates of any cancelled classes will be based on the preference of a majority of the class within the parameters of the course requirements). Please plan to spend a longer than usual afternoon (4 hours maximum) on those days.

4. Oral Participation. I will encourage your regular participation in class by attempting to help create an atmosphere in which everyone feels free to speak and hopefully feels respected by others even in the midst of disagreement. I hope that if you are shy in classes that you will practice speaking in this one. Several times during the semester you will be required to speak in front of the whole group. First, you will be asked to introduce one of your classmates. Later well need to know more about what your team learned doing the Fact Sheet exercise. And finally, you will be working with a small group to orally present perspectives on a problem-solving exercise at the end of the semester. I will grade these presentations pass/fail.

5. Team Work. The Fact Sheet assignment related to Coming of Age in Mississippi is the one graded assignment that will require team-work. Even if you dislike working in teams you will need to do this. This task is described on a separate handout and is worth 10% of your grade. All members of your small team will receive the same grade. 

6. Information Technology. Some of our communication in this course will occur electronically so you will need access to e-mail. If you don’t already have an account, Gina can help you sign up for a free UMB account. Alternatively you can get a free Hotmail account. With one of those accounts you’ll hopefully be able to access your e-mail from any computer that is connected to the Web such as those here at UMB or elsewhere.


In addition to using e-mail we will make three visits to the library to: use the on-line book catalog, stacks, reference books and microfilm; find and assess Web sources; and locate scholarly articles via electronic data bases. All library work will be related to the written work in the course. 

7. Self-Assessment.  Throughout the semester I will ask you in various ways take a look at your skills and your learning and to assess how you are doing. Some of this will occur in relation to writing, reading, and critical thinking in the graded papers.  The midsemester evaluation will also provide a moment of self-reflection. Finally, at the end of the semester I will ask you to assess your learning in the 6 capability areas above and to give yourself a grade both for your sense of growth and your sense of your competency. This self-grade will constitute 10% of your final grade as long as you provide a careful argument for the grade. I will provide guidelines for this self-assessment.

Grading Summary

 

Attendance



10%



First Graded Paper (2pp)

10%



Second Graded Paper
(5pp)

20%



Third Graded Paper (7-8pp)

30%



Fact Sheet (group grade)

10%



Self Assessment


10%



Ungraded Writing


10%



Oral Report on Fact Sheet

p/f*



Oral Report on Third Paper

p/f*



Portfolio Preparation


p/f*

*Regarding these p/f items: I will deduct 2 points from your final course grade for any of these pass/fail items not successfully completed.

Schedule of Topics and Assignments
 Dates
Date

Theme/Activities




Capabilities Addressed

	Week 1

Jan 28

Jan 30

Feb 1
	Orientation to the Course

Building Community Among Ourselves
Mon:
    Look at Syllabus briefly (10 min)

    Review of Student/Teacher Rights and Obligations                 (5 Min)

    Ice Breaker focused on diversity and outsider experience (30 min)

Wed: 

     Read: in Disch: Staples (#16); Praeger (#59), Kriegel (#17)

     Write: Describe a past or present context in which you have felt like an outsider. Who (or what) made you feel that way? In that situation did you/do you feel oppressed? 1 page, pass/fail (p/f).

     In class: Introductions

Fri:
     Read: This syllabus, carefully; Espada (#3); Hardiman & Jackson, pp 16-23 (twice, and take notes); Student/Teacher Rights and Obligations

     In class: Quiz on the syllabus                           (cont’d)

                    Review/Adapt Rights and Obligations

                    Finish introductions

                    Questionnaire

                    Discuss reading – What is oppression?
	Classroom participation - speaking and active listening in pairs.

Opportunity to speak spontaneously in whole group.

Oral presentation - introducing another person to the class

Informal writing (not graded)

Close reading of texts, especially the piece by Hardiman & Jackson



	Week 2

Feb 4

Feb 6

Feb 8
	Applying a Theory
Mon:
     Read: Hardiman & Jackson, pp16-23 (again); Avicolli (#11); Fugh-Berman (#41); Wong (handout)

     In class: In small groups, choose one article and discuss how it fits or doesnt fit H&Js conception of oppression. Each group will discuss a different article. We will discuss how these concepts apply to ourselves as well.

Wed:            
       Write and bring to class: Is Praeger or Espada or Staples or Avicolli or Fugh-Berman or Wong  or Kriegel oppressed or not oppressed, according to H&J’s definition of oppression? If so, how? If not, why not? Discuss one of these autobiographical essays in relation to H&J.  Identify the agent(s) and target(s) referred to in the article and discuss how at least one aspect of H&Js essay might apply or not apply to what the other author presents. Use concrete examples from both readings to argue your case. 1 page. P/F

     In class: Julie Sanabria, the Advisor for this class, will join us to answer any questions you might have. 

Fri:

     Read: Kimmel (#13)

     In Class: Video on Corey Johnson

                     Continued discussion of reading:  What factors contributed to the acceptance of one openly gay student (Johnson) and the rejection of the other (Avicolli) who was perceived as gay? 
	Close reading of texts, 

Making connections between theory and life

Informal writing (P/F)

Class participation – small groups

Reporting back – large group participation by spokespeople plus others

	Week 3

Feb 11

Feb 13

Feb 15
	 Mon:

         Write: 2 page graded paper assessing applicability of Hardiman & Jackson (pp 16-23) to one of the biographical pieces (Avicolli, Staples, Espada, Praeger, Fugh-Berman, Kriegel, Wong). See separate guidelines. Word-processed draft due for peer review.

     In class: Peer review of paper. Continued discussion of articles and concepts.

     Selection of teams for Fact Sheet exercise.

Wed: 

     Final Version of 2-page paper due in class including self-assessment sheet regarding strengths and weaknesses of the paper. 

     In Class: Library trip: Teams work together to find reference material, and old newspaper articles. We will begin at 12:30 in the Reference Area, 4th floor. From there we will proceed to the microfilm room to find newspaper articles from the ‘40’s, ‘50’s and ‘60’s.

Fri:

     Read: Hardiman & Jackson, Social Identity   Development Theory (pp 23-29). Please read this twice and take notes.

        Write: In your own words, briefly describe the first two stages in H&J (i.e. naive and acceptance) and assess the applicability of their definitions of these two stages to your own life in relation to one aspect of your identity as an agent or target (“race”/color, class, gender, sexual orientation, religion, etc.). Be sure to address both active acceptance and passive acceptance. (1 page, P/F)

       In Class: Library trip re. Healey Library catalog and Web Sites, including assessing Web sites. Your team will end up looking for books in the stacks. Location TBA.
	Critical thinking: Finding connections between various writings. Assessing applicability of one perspective to a real situation. Use of evidence to argue ones case.

Formal, graded writing

Revision of written work

after peer review.

Information Technology – finding various kinds of sources: books; Web sites; old newspapers; reference works.

Teamwork – dividing a task, assigning work to each team member.

	Week 4

Feb 18

Feb 20

Feb 22
	Mon: Holiday, no class

Wed:

     Read: Moody, pp 1-117

     In Class: Teams meet to plan writing of Fact Sheet. Bring a draft of your part of the Fact Sheet. Team members compare notes and decide what is central for their Fact Sheet. Someone agrees to type it up and to bring 30 copies to class on Friday February 22nd.  (Note: I will make the copies if I receive one copy by 9:30 Friday morning.)

 Fri:

     Write:  Summarize H&Js definition of passive resistance and active resistance. Is there any evidence thus far in the book that Anne Moody passes through either aspect of this stage? If so, where do you find it? If not, what might explain that? Cite two concrete examples that illustrate support or lack thereof for this stage of development and mention the pages on which you find the examples. (1page, P/F)

     In class: Fact Sheet teams begin presentations

                     Video: Eyes on the Prize (one segment)
	Writing skills related to the Fact Sheet: decide what is most important; summarize information; cite sources for each fact presented; provide full documentation for each source presented; write with the class in mind as the audience; assess the credibility of your sources (Do you believe them? Are they consistent?)

Team Work: Decide how to present the information in your Fact Sheet.

Oral presentations

	Week 5

Feb 25

Feb 27

Mar 1


	Mon:

     Read: Moody, 118-258; H&J 23-29 (again)

     In class: Fact Sheet presentations continue

Wed: 

     Write: Summarize what H&J mean by redefinition. Is there any evidence thus far in the book that Anne Moody passes through this stage? If so, where do you find it? If not, what suggests that she has not passed through this stage? Cite two concrete examples that illustrate support or lack thereof for her experience in redefinition and mention the pages on which you find the examples. (1page, P/F)

     In class: Fact Sheet presentations continue

Fri:

     In Class: Video: Eyes on the Prize
                      Continued discussion of Moody and H&J
	Applying a theoretical perspective

Oral presentations

	Week 6

Mar 4

Mar 6

Mar 8
	Coming of Age in Mississippi- Continued

Mon:
     Read: Moody, pp 259-384

Wed:

      Write: Bring Second Graded Paper (5 pages) for Peer Review (see guidelines)

Fri: 
      Write: Bring Final Version of Second Graded Paper , including self-assessment of strengths and weaknesses of the paper.
      In class: Field Trip (location TBA)
	Clear writing, critical thinking

	Week

7

Mar 11

Mar 13

Mar 15


	Urban Poverty 

Mon: 

     Read: MacDonald – first half

Wed:

      Write: In what ways does MacDonald seem oppressed, according to Hardiman &Jackson's definition of oppression?

1 page, p/f

Fri:

     Read: Mills

     Write: Choose a passage from Mills that you find difficult and write down what you think the passage means. Bring it to class. We will discuss Mills in class.
     In class:  Discuss Mills and MacDonald
	Critical Thinking: Applying a theory

Close reading of texts



	March 

18-22
	Spring Break – No Classes
	

	Week 8

Mar 25

Mar 27

Mar 29


	Urban Poverty, continued

Mon:

     Read: MacDonald, last half

Wed:

     Write: How might Mills make sense of MacDonald’s life? 1-2 pages,  p/f

Fri:
     In Class: Library trip - Scholarly Articles - What they are and how to find them. Location to be announced.  
	Critical thinking: Applying a   theory 

Information Technology skills: Locating scholarly articles on-line and in the library

Assessing the credibility of sources 

	Week 9

Apr 1

Apr 3

Apr 5


	Gender Socialization and its Complexities

Mon:
       Read: Thorne (#8 in Disch) on boys and girls in school (scholarly research- Participant observation). 

 Wed:

       Read: Re-read Kimmel (#13), theoretical essay

          Stoltenberg on male sexuality (#27) essay with theoretical implications. 

Fri: 

       In Class: Field Trip – location TBA
	Close reading of texts

Source credibility

Scholarly articles vs. other kinds of writing

Attention to footnotes, sources

Analysis of point of view.



	Week 10

Apr 8

Apr 10

Apr 12


	Costs of Being Female or Male

Mon: 

       Read: Sabo on men’s health (#49), scholarly summary of research

Wed: 

       Read: Saltzberg and Chrisler on beauty (#14), scholarly summary of research

                 Goodwin on traffic in women (#57), journalistic research

Note: Thursday April 11th is the Pass/Fail and Course Withdrawal Deadline. 
Fri:

       Read: Fall 2002 Schedule of Courses. Make a tentative schedule with a list of alternate course choices and bring it to class.

       Write:  List some of the advantages and disadvantages of being male or female that seem to relate to socialization rather than to biology (e.g. not fetal vulnerability)

       In Class: Julie Sanabria will help with fall schedules.
	Making sense of different kinds of articles

	Week 11

Apr 15 

Apr 17

Apr 19
	Is biology destiny?

Mon: Holiday, No Class

Wed:

       Read: Anne Fausto-Sterling (biologist) on the five sexes; Coventry on intersexuality (#20 in Disch).

Fri:

       Read:  Rossiter & Diehl (twice)

       Write: What do Rossiter and Diehl think should be done about the baby boy with the small penis discussed in their article? Do you find their argument convincing? Why or why not?

       In Class: Video on intersexuality
	Critical Thinking/ Problem Solving Skills



	Week 12

Apr 22

Apr 24

Apr 26
	Intersexuality

Mon:

       Read: Diamond & Sigmundson, March 1997, scholarly article. What is the main argument in this article?

Wed:

       Read: Diamond & Sigmundson, October 1997, scholarly article. What is the main argument in this article?

Fri:

         Read: Dreger on intersexuality (on Web), scholarly summary of research.

         Write: What are some of the options for a parent with an intersexed newborn? List as many as you can think of. Then discuss the pros and cons of ONE option. Cite sources to support your case and assess the credibility of the sources briefly.
1-2pp, p/f

        In class: Discuss pros and cons of various options for the hypothetical intersexed infant.


	Critical Thinking: Problem Solving Skills

Close Reading of Texts

Brainstorm options, explore pros and cons of each

	Week 13

Apr 29

May 1

May 3

	Mon:

        Read: Dreger again (on the Web) 

         In class: Discuss pros and cons of various options for the hypothetical intersexed infant.

Wed:

       Read: Explore the Web site of the Intersex Society of North America and come to class prepared to share something about what you learned doing so (www.isna.org). Does this web site seem credible? Why or why not?

 Fri:

        Write: Draft of third graded paper (7-8 pages) for peer review in class. See guidelines.
	Critical Thinking/ Problem Solving Skills



	Week 14

May 6

May 8

May 10
	Mon:

       Write: Final Version of Third Graded Paper
     In class: Oral reports or workshop

Wed: 
     In class: Oral reports or workshop

Fri:

        In class: Oral reports or workshop

        Papers returned
	Critical Thinking/ Problem Solving Skills

	Week 15

May 13

May 15
	Mon:

       Revisions of papers due
        Course evaluations

Wed: Goodbyes

         Revisions of papers returned

          Write: Self-assessment (see guidelines)

           Portfolios possibly due, including all papers in the course, both graded and pass/fail. I will let you know in advance if your name is randomly chosen. You may submit the originals or photocopies. If you submit photocopies, please copy the backs of pages if I have made comments on the backs. If you are chosen, I will keep your papers so that you can pick them up later.
	Self-Assessment


Assigned Reading

Books: 
Disch, Estelle (ed.). (2000). Reconstructing Gender: A Multicultural Anthology. Mountain View, CA: Mayfield. (excerpts)

Moody, Anne. (1968). Coming of Age in Mississippi. NY: Dell.

MacDonald, Michael P. (1999). All Souls: A Family Story from Southie. NY: Ballantine Books.

Short Readings:

( Diamond, Milton and Sigmundson, H. Keith. (March 1997). Sex reassignment at birth. Archives of Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine, 151(3), 298-304.

( Diamond, Milton and Sigmundson, H. Keith. (October 1997). Management of intersexuality: Guidelines for dealing with persons with ambiguous genitalia. Archives of Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine, 151(10),1046-1050.

( Dreger, Alice Domurat. (1998). Ambiguous sex - or ambivalent medicine? Ethical issues in the treatment of intersexuality. The Hastings Center Report, 28 (3), (May-June) 24-35. [Full text version available on the Internet via Expanded Academic Index]

( Fausto-Sterling, Anne. (1993). The five sexes: Why male and female are not enough. The Sciences, 33:2 (March/April)20-25.

( Hardiman, Rita and Jackson, Bailey W. (1997). Conceptual Foundations for Social Justice Courses. In Maurianne Adams, Lee Anne Bell, and Pat Griffin (Eds.), Teaching for Diversity and Social Justice: A Sourcebook, 16-29. NY: Routledge. 

 Intersex Society of North America. Web Site: http://www.isna.org

( Rossiter, Katherine and Diehl, Shonna. (1998). Gender Reassignment in Children: Ethical Conflicts in Surrogate Decision Making. Pediatric Nursing 24 (1), January-February: 59-62.

(  Wong, Nellie. (1983). When I Was Growing Up. In Cherríe Moraga and Gloria Anzaldúa (Eds.), This Bridge Called My Back: Writings by Radical Women of Color. NY: Kitchen Table: Women of Color Press. 7-8.

