

Spring 2002 AMST G212 Intermediate Seminar: The Eighties  Course Guidelines and Syllabus


Philip Chassler, Instructor

e-mail: philip.chassler@umb.edu

Craig Schechter, Teaching Assistant

e-mail: craig_schechter@wgbh.org

Office: Wheatley 05 112

Office Telephone: 617 287 6772 

Office Hours: Tuesday 8:00-8:30 AM, Thursday 9:45-10:45 AM or by arrangement

Class Meetings: Tuesday and Thursday 8:30-9:45 AM McCormack 1 614

Welcome to American Studies G 212, The Eighties. In this survey course we will consider the contours of a decade in which public affairs, under the rubric of Reaganism, seemed to shift from liberal ideals established during the New Deal toward the free market based on a "laissez-faire" economic philosophy. Using four books and other sources we will examine the politics and experiences of "morning in America." This includes prevailing attitudes toward working people and organized labor, arguments about the role of the family in private and public life, changes in the relative proportion of the rich to the poor, the enlargement of the role of the media in culture and politics, as well as U. S. interventions in Central America and elsewhere. The eighties were defined by a "conservative" political economy and the seeming defeat of alternatives to official sources of power. This class provides a perspective that will enable you to think critically about many historical and contemporary ideas, problems, and events we take for granted. 

Intermediate Seminars offer students with 30 or more credits the opportunity to work on essential university capabilities in small-sized courses that are often thematic or problem-oriented and interdisciplinary in nature. Designed in part to help students prepare for the Writing Proficiency Requirement, Intermediate Seminars put special emphasis on critical reading, thinking, and writing. They focus on other essential capabilities as appropriate to the course and might therefore include attention to library research and information technology, collaborative learning, oral presentation, and academic self-assessment. Students who practiced reading, writing and critical thinking in a  First Year Seminar at UMass Boston will practice them at a more advanced level in the Intermediate Seminar. Only ONE Intermediate Seminar may be taken for credit. If you have taken another G200-level course in any department at UMB, you cannot receive credit for this one.

Prerequisites: English 101, English 102, First Year Seminar (or waiver), and 30 credits. The First Year Seminar is automatically waived for students who enter UMB with 30 or more transfer credits. 

Student Referral Program: If it appears to the teacher that you might not pass this Intermediate Seminar, and if the instructor cannot figure out how to support your success in the course, the instructor might inform Dr. Elsa Casas, Director of the Student Referral Program (M-3-625; 617 287 5500). Dr. Casas or her staff would attempt to help you address the difficulties that are interfering with your success in the class. If you do not want your instructor to let the Student Referral Program know that you are having difficulty, please let your instructor know. 

Assessment of these Courses: In addition to course evaluation forms that are routinely administered at the end of each course at UMass Boston, an assessment committee will look at randomly chosen student writing from Intermediate Seminars. Please save all your writing in this course so that if you are randomly chosen you will have your work available. The purpose of this is  to improve the program and to improve particular courses, as necessary. You may remove your name from your papers if you choose to submit them anonymously.

This course on the Eighties is thematic, problem-oriented, and interdisciplinary. Therefore, we will work to meet the following goals: 

*To carefully read and view sources on the era: to assess the strength of these sources according to their perspectives, uses of evidence, and foundational questions 

*To think critically about the following and related topics using these sources: the changing experiences of work, family life, government, and the economy; the role of the media (including television, film, music, and print journalism) in representing “ordinary” lives and public events 

*To write clearly about these topics in ways that develop your skills as a thoughtful reader and as a critical thinker, in order to enable you to understand how people’s lives in this era shaped and were shaped by social, economic, cultural, and political forces 

*To engage in respectful discussion and friendly debate throughout the semester, including your giving a class presentation with several of your classmates

*To enable you to assess your progress in these areas and in your understanding of the eighties

Attendance is required and will be taken at the start of every class session. Arrive prepared, do the reading. The components of your grade will be class participation, your shared leadership of one class session which includes a written demonstration of your research, three papers, and two exams based on the assigned reading. I will provide you with instructions and due dates for each of these. I reserve the right to give announced or unannounced quizzes based on our reading and class discussion. 

Your final grade will be calculated according to the following proportions: 

Attendance and Participation: 10%

Class Presentation (shared leadership of a class session) including its research component: 20%

Three Papers: each requires a draft and a revision: 

2-3 pages: 10%

3-5 pages: 15%

8-10 pages: 25% (research paper based on your presentation topic)

Two Exams:

Midterm: 10%

End of Term 10% (non cumulative)

Your course grade will also indicate my evaluation of what you have accomplished this semester.

Any student with a disability who will require accommodation to fulfill the requirements of this course should contact the Ross Center, M-1-401, at 287-7430.

For this class please purchase the following: Although these items will be available at the Healey Library reserve desk, try to buy or otherwise obtain personal copies of these texts because we will read extensively in each one. 

Chapters by Ben Bagdikian, Stephanie Coontz, and Manning Marable, which I will make available to you. 

What Uncle Sam Really Wants.   Noam Chomsky.  Odonian Press, 1992. 

Sleepwalking Through History: America in the Reagan Years.   Haynes Johnson.  Anchor, 1992. 

Holding the Line: Women in the Great Arizona Mine Strike of 1983.   Barbara Kingsolver.  ILR Press, 1996. 

Silent Depression: Twenty-Five Years of Wage Squeeze and Middle Class Decline.   Wallace C. Peterson.  Norton, 1994. 

We will also watch and discuss several movies and maybe listen to music appropriate to the 80s. 

Reading Assignments 

Week One: 
Tues. Jan. 29; Thurs. Jan. 31 

Welcome and Introduction: Thinking About "The 80s"




Johnson, Prologue (13-15), Chapters 1-3; "The Capital" through "The Winner" 


(19-51)

The Add/Drop Deadline Ends Monday February 4.

Week Two: 
Tues. Feb. 5, Thurs. Feb. 7 

Ronald Reagan and The Politics of His Public Persona 




Johnson, Chapters 4-12 "The New America" through "Capital of Success" 



(52-136)




In class movie: excerpts from PBS The American Experience: Ronald Reagan
Week Three: 
Tues. Feb. 12, Thurs. Feb. 14

Reagan as Facilitator for the New Dispensation 




Johnson, Chapters 14 -15 "Myths and Realities" through "Privatizing" (153-192) 




Johnson, Chapters 17-19 "The Insiders" through "The Ledger" (215-244) 

Week Four: 
Tues. Feb. 19, Thurs. Feb. 21

Working Class Experiences in Southeast AZ and in Flint, MI




Kingsolver, Introduction xi-xxiii




Kingsolver, Chapters 1-5 "The Devil’s Domain" through "Ask Any Miner" (3-




96)




In Class Movie: Roger and Me 
Week Five: 
Tues. Feb. 26, Thurs. Feb. 28

Putting the 80s Together in SE Arizona




Kingsolver, Chapters 6-12 "We Go With Our Heads Up" through "Just a



Bunch of Ladies" (97-190), Epilogue, (191-196) 

Week Six: 
Tues. March 5, Thurs. March 7 

Can or Need We Narrow The Widening Social Gap?



Peterson, Preface (9-11), Chapters 1-3 "The Unraveling of the American Dream" 

through "The Shrinking of the Middle Class" (17-66) 



Peterson, Chapter 7 "Getting from There to Here" (171-196)

Week Seven: 
Tues. March 12, Thurs. March 14

African Americans: Politics, Policies, Realities




Marable, "Reaction" (abridged), "The Paradox of Integration"

Spring Vacation March 16 through March 24

Week Eight: 
Tues. March 26, Thurs. March 28

Who Benefits?




Peterson, Chapters 4-5 "The Stressed out American Family" through "And the 


Rich Get Richer" (67-128)




Midterm Exam 




Midterm Evaluation (Your chance to assess the course so far)

Week Nine:
Tues. April 2, Thurs. April 4




Peterson, Chapter 6 "While Life at the Bottom Goes On" (129-170)




Coontz, "We Have Always Stood on Our Own Two Feet" 

The Pass/Fail and Course Withdrawal Deadlines are Sunday April 7

Week Ten: 
Tues. April 9, Thurs. April 11

Mass Media: Critics or Cheerleaders?




Johnson, Chapter 13 "Electronic Culture" (139-152)




Johnson, Chapter 16 "God and Mammon" (193-214)




Bagdikian, "The Endless Chain" 

Week Eleven: Tues. April 16, Thurs. April 18

Iran/Contra: Scandal or Business as Usual?




Johnson, Chapters 20-22 "Secrets" through "April Again" (245-300)




In class movie: TBA

Week Twelve: Tues. April 23, Thurs. April 25




Johnson, Chapters 23-26 "On the Hill" through "Postmortems" (301-371)

Week Thirteen: Tues. April 30, Thurs. May 2

US Foreign Policy: Human Rights or Cold War?




Chomsky: What Uncle Sam Really Wants 




In class movie: The Panama Deception
Week Fourteen: Tues. May 7, Thurs. May 9

The 80s: Progress or Reaction?




Johnson, Chapter 28 "Reckoning" (387-407)




Johnson, Chapters 30-33 "Sunbelt" through "Washington" (419-460)

Week Fifteen:  Tues. May 14 

Clues to the Present




Johnson, Afterword (477-490)

The date of the end of term exam will be announced at the appropriate time. 

