College of Arts and Sciences

DISTRIBUTION AREA DESCRIPTIONS AND CRITERIA FOR COURSE CONTENT

IN CAS DISTRIBUTION COURSES

Arts and Humanities

The Arts and Humanities  investigate human concerns, ideas and experience, as well as the multitude of creative productions through which humanity seeks to express itself. Students taking courses in the Arts and Humanities will develop a better appreciation of the ways in which the aesthetic, moral, intellectual and spiritual aspects of the human condition have been and may be articulated. They will also gain understanding of humanistic methods of inquiry, which include historical research and the analysis and interpretation of ideas and symbolic expression. Courses in the Humanities examine philosophical, historical and literary materials, in order to shed light on the human values and goals which underlie them. Courses in the Arts focus on the creative process in such diverse expressive areas as architecture, literature, music, painting, sculpture and theater, in order to promote an understanding of how artists perceive their universe and their place within it.


NB: Students will be required to take three (for the B.A.) or two (for the B.S.) distribution courses  in Arts and Humanities, at least one designated as an "Arts" course and at least one designated as a "Humanities" course. 

Criteria for Distribution Courses in Arts and Humanities:
1. All courses that meet the Arts and Humanities distribution requirement must provide students with significant opportunities

•to investigate a variety of ways in which aesthetic, moral, intellectual and/or spiritual aspects of the human condition are articulated, and

•to understand such humanistic modes of inquiry as historical research and analysis and interpretation of texts,  ideas, and  symbolic expression. 

2. Courses given the Humanities desgnation must devote substantial attention to assisting students to identify and explore the values which underlie philosophical, historical, and/or literary expression.

3. Courses given the Arts desgnation must lead students to examine expressive modes and formal structures of at least one major area of artistic endeavor, such as literature, architecture, music, painting, sculpture, or theatre.

Social and Behavioral Sciences 

The Social and Behavioral Sciences investigate the institutions, practices and principles that define human activities.  Such activities occur in contexts that range from intimate associations among family and friends to the global reach of economic markets or legal conventions. Courses in Social and Behavioral Sciences will help students gain a scientific understanding of these phenomena, and the bases for reaching intelligent decisions as actors with respect to them. 

Criteria for Distribution Courses in Social and Behavioral Sciences: 

1. The primary focus of the proposed course must be on human behavior, including the multiple mechanisms and social structures through which that behavior is influenced. The influences studied may be at any level of analysis, from the molecular to the economic and cultural.

2. The focus on behavior must be attained through the lens of scientific procedures, i.e., systematic observation integrated with the development of  theory.

Natural Sciences and Mathematics


Courses in the Natural Sciences offer students the opportunity to learn how the laws of the physical and biological world are derived and tested through observation, theory, and experiment. Students will gain an understanding of the correctable nature of scientific knowledge and the increasingly important interconnections among science, technology, and social concerns. 


Courses in Mathematics will present methods, princples and patterns of thought that are used to study mathematical and logical systems. Students will gain some insight into how the aesthetics and practical uses of mathematical analyses extend our understanding of human thought and the real world in which we function. 

Criteria for General Education Distribution Courses in Natural Sciences:

1. Each course should have natural science content as a central focus.

2. Each course should have a hands-on, inquiry-based component, so that students actually engage in the process of investigation. This component would not necessarily take the form of a traditional, weekly, experimental laboratory; "inquiry" experiences might also be developed, for example, through take-home experiments, visits to museums or other field sites with specific objectives, data analysis, computer-based experiments, or brief in-class experiments. The course should be designed to provide experience in scientific inquiry, analysis, and problem-solving.

3. The course should speak to the relevance and value of science to society and/or culture, as well as to the uses and abuses of scientiric understanding and investigation.

Criteria for General Education Distribution Courses in Mathematics:
1. A significant part of the course should be aimed at the mastery and/or application of mathematical principles (i.e., doing mathematics).

2.The course should promote mathematical thinking and inquiry. To this end, the course should require students to regularly explain their reasoning and apply mathematical principles. Students should also be asked to make conjectures and explore and analyze mathematical problems.

3. The course should foster an appreciation of the value of mathematics, whether it be practical, aesthetic, or intellectual.

World Languages and Cultures 


Learning a World Language enables students not only to communicate with and understand other individuals but also to appreciate the culture and artistic expressions of another people, whether past or present. In addition, by developing cognitive awareness of the structures of language and of the wide variety of ways thought or conception can be expressed in words, courses in world languages enhance students' verbal reasoning capacity, communication and critical skills, and appreciation of the power of language in general.


Courses in World Cultures invite students to examine culture as a vital framework for thought and action.  The study of culture includes consideration of the linguistic, social and cognitive contexts of literature, the arts, oral tradition, religion, politics, family structure, and other aspects of human communities. World Cultures courses look at these subjects from a comparative perspective. They focus particularly on developing students' awareness of ethnocentrism and of the dynamic nature of cultures.


NB: Courses in World Cultures may be counted toward fulfilling the College of Arts and Sciences General Education Requirement only by students receiving the BS degree or by students receiving the BA degree who have already demonstrated the minimum foreign language competence as specified in the statement of General Education Requirements.

Criteria for Distribution Courses in World Languages: 

All introductory, intermediate and advanced world language courses, whether classical or modern, may be counted in the World Language Distribution area. These courses may concentrate either on the language itself or on literature or culture, as long as the course materials are in the target language. 

Criteria for Distribution Courses in World Cultures

Courses that meet the World Cultures Distribution Requirement must

1. Include explicit consideration of at least one of the following topics: meanings of culture, relationships between language and culture, concepts or processes of cultural change. In treating these topics courses should make students aware of the problems arising from ethnocentrism.

2. Include explicit focus on comparison between or among cultures. Students should be actively engaged (through writing, discussion, or other appropriate experiences) in identifying and understanding features of cultures other than their own (e.g., literary and artistic production,  religious and mythic traditions, family structure, politics, economic behavior, adaptation to environment, both natural and human).

