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Clara Estow, Chair attended a conference in Barcelona, Spain to present a paper entitled “Books and their Readers in Medieval Catalonia.”  In addition, she chaired a session on Mediterranean history. Her article, “Mapping Central Europe: The Catalán Atlas and the European Imagination” will be forthcoming in Mediterranean Studies. She has also written a book chapter entitled “On the Rearguard of the Hundred Year’s War: Castilian-Granadan Relations in the 14th Century which is forthcoming in Vol. I of The Hundred Years War. Another publication is forthcoming entitled López de Ayala y la historiografía medieval: La legitimación de lo ilegítimo.


Reyes Coll-Tellechea is spending the 2004-05 academic year as a Visiting Associate Professor at Wellesley College





Esther Torrego is a Professor at the Hispanic Studies and the Director of the undergraduate Linguistics Program at U/Mass, Boston. She holds a Ph.D. in Romance Philology from the University of Madrid, and an A.B.D. in Romance Linguistics from UCLA. She is an international scholar with an active research program on language and linguistics. She has published extensively on the syntax of Spanish, second language acquisition, and theoretical linguistics. She has had numerous Visiting Professor positions, including in Argentina, France, Mexico and several universities in Spain.


Ann S. Blum, Assistant Professor of Latin American Studies,  has just returned to the Department of Hispanic Studies after a productive year on sabbatical.  She has traveled extensively and recently published an article entitled "Reproductive Health in Latin American Transitions:  Late Colonialism, Abolition, and Revolution," in Women, Ethnicity, and Medical Authority:  Historical Perspectives on Reproductive Health in Latin America. 





Jason Cortés, Assistant Professor of Caribbean and Spanish American literature has presented several papers in different conferences with topics ranging from the novel of the Post-Boom, violence, authority and literary representations to the ethics of authorship, and Caribbean fiction. He has also published articles in journals like the Latin American Theatre Review, and the Revista Iberoamericana. He is also running a Spanish Club for Spanish students called “La Tertulia.” For further information, you can contact Professor Cortés at  � HYPERLINK "mailto:jason.cortes@umb.edu" ��jason.cortes@umb.edu�.
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Special Announcements:





•	The Department of Hispanic Studies welcomes two new faculty members: Clara Ronderos and Emilio Pozo García.
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Susan Mraz has just co-authored a CD ROM to accompany her recently published Intermediate Spanish textbook called Reflejos.  In Fall 2003, she directed an Independent Study by Patty Chouinard who compared student success in online language courses. Professor Mraz and Patty Chouinard’s  will  present the results of this study at the upcoming ACTFL conference in Chicago. The presentation is entitled: “Distance Learning: A Successful Experience for all Learners.” 


Emilio Pozo García has just joined the department of Hispanic Studies from Madrid Spain.   He got his Ph.D. from the in Filología Hispánica from Universidad de Alcalá.  He has been doing research and writing about postmodern readings of the work of Jorge Luis Borges. His doctoral dissertation was entitled “Contextos de lo posmoderno en la obra de Jorge Luis Borges.” His current project at Harvard University is to reread again Borges's work in the light of the new Latin American cultural theories. His objective for this academic year is finishing his book J. L. Borges: de la sensibilidad del límite, and various articles.


Clara Eugenia Ronderos is visiting us this year. After teaching at Universidad de Los Andes in Bogotá Colombia, Clara has been at University of Massachusetts Amherst where she has pursued a doctorate in Spanish Literatures and Linguistics. During her years at Amherst, Clara specialized in Hispanic poetry with a concentration on nineteenth century Spanish America. Other areas of interest are Spanish American Literature, Peninsular Golden Age, Literary Theory, Translation Theory and practice, and Postcolonial Studies. She is currently teaching Spanish for Majors and Minors, the World of Don Quijote, and Hispanic Identity and Culture. Next semester, she will teach Spanish American Narrative, Intermediate Conversation and Composition, and Spanish American Urban Novel.  She recently attended the Latin American Studies Association where she read a paper on Rubén Darío and his construction of Spanish American cosmopolitism.





Juliana Berte graduated from Universidad Nacional de Córdoba (Argentina), where she is originally from, in 1998, with a degree in Spanish Language and Literature. In Córdoba, she worked as a high school literature professor from 1995-1999.  In 2002 she completed her M.A. in Hispanic Linguistics at the University of Minnesota, where she also taught all levels of Spanish. 


She Joined UMB in 2002 and currently teaches a variety of courses, including online courses.





Libardo Rueda, originally from Colombia, has his MA in Applied Linguistics from UMass Boston.  In addition to teaching language courses, he is a member of the Human Rights Working Group at UMass. He’s also a master chess player.  Chess anyone?





Mark McCarthy is a new part-time member of the Hispanic Studies Department. He has lived in the Dominican Republic, Nicaragua, and Colombia. He is currently completing a graduate certificate in The Teaching of Spanish as a Foreign Language here at UMass.

























































































Professor Berte and her daughter Emilia. The Hispanic Studies family keeps growing.





Professor Clara Estow, Chair, a specialist in Medieval  Spain  
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Beth Smith has completed an Individual major in Latin American Studies, entitled “Cultural Production and Politics in Latin America and the Spanish Caribbean.” She is currently applying to several major universities to pursue a PhD in Latin American Studies





Joelle Barrios is completing an Independent Major in Latin American Studies entitled “Politics and Cultures of Revolution in Latin America and the Spanish Caribbean.”





Shira Wohlmuth, Spanish major and LAS Concentrator has applied for a Fulbright Fellowship to spend a year in Mexico in order to study the literary production of Jewish women writers in that country.


 





Patty Chouinard is currently doing her teaching practicum at Boston Latin School. She will graduate in Dec. ’04 with a MEd with a major in Spanish.  She will also present the results of her research, “Distance Learning: A Successful Experience for all Learners” at the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages in  Chicago in November. 


Carolina Pokraka, a Spanish major, studied in Salamanca, Spain, during the summer, 2004





Penny Price, a Spanish major, is spending the Fall semester studying in Salamanca, Spain





Sharon Brown, Spanish major, is spending the Fall semester studying in Barcelona, Spain























Genna Lyons received the 2004 Susan Schneider Prize is for the most outstanding LAS concentrator.    In her course work for the Latin American Studies Concentration, Genna demonstrated her exceptional academic strengths, keen interest in human and social dynamics, acute critical and analytical skills, and highly developed ability to work independently.  Genna’s work in Latin American Studies has demonstrated the complex ways that the politics of the personal map on to the larger socio-economic and political trajectories in the region.  Her research on gender, sexuality and domestic violence in Central America integrated her studies in her Psychology major with her interests in Latin America reflecting the richness of her engagement with the multiple possibilities of both fields.





Marie Lunt was awarded the 2004 María Luisa Osorio Prize.  This award, in honor of one of the founding members of the department, recognizes academic excellence and commitment to enhancing the role of women in society.  Marie began her studies at UMass, Boston in the 1970s as a Spanish major.  In the intervening years, she raised a family, worked in publishing, and run a bakery with her husband.  She sings with the Persephone’s Daughters, a choral group that has donated concert proceeds to Women in Afghanistan, Habitat for Humanity, No Place for Hate, and given special performances to support The Clothesline Project and Women in the Arts in Provincetown.  Marie is also an active member of her church’s Welcoming Congregation, supporting causes that promote equality for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered persons.  Marie has said that completing her Spanish major and receiving her degree is a dream come true.  









































Peggy Fitzgerald, the heart and soul of the department.
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“El cerebro no es un vaso para llenar, sino una lámpara para encender.”
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Nicole Anzaldi and Michael Newell were the recipients of 2004 Spanish Prize, awarded to the student(s) with the highest grade point average in the Spanish major.





Michael Newell, who had a perfect A average in Spanish, was nominated for the John F. Kennedy award, the University’s highest student honor.
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On October 25, the Hispanic Studies Department held a reception in honor of Spanish majors, minos and Latin American Studies Concentrators.  Good food and good times were shared as well as a slide show presentation of Día de Muertos


In April, 2004, Hispanic Studies, under the auspices of the Consulate of Spain in Boston, hosted the North American premiere of the documentary film Exilio. The two-part film deals with the experiences and testimonies of survivors of the Spanish Civil War (1936-39). A panel discussion followed the viewing of Part I, in which Pedro Carvajal and Larry Levine, the film’s writer and producer, participated.





In the Spring 2004, Hispanic Studies hosted a student-centered symposium entitled “Voices of Migration and Exile,” in which Hispanic Studies majors/minors/concentrators Juan David Cure, Ari Díaz, Claudia Contreras and Carlos Sánchez shared their experiences.


























The Hispanic Studies Department offers courses in Spanish and Portuguese and in the literatures and cultures of Spain, Portugal, and Latin America. The Department offers students a number of academic options, such as a major or minor in Spanish, courses leading to advanced proficiency in the languages, a program of study in Spanish-English translation, a certificate in Spanish/English Court Interpretation, and an interdisciplinary concentration in Latin American Studies.





The Department's rich academic program reflects the composition of its faculty, which includes historians of literature and art, theoretical and applied linguists, and social scientists. The faculty are committed to bringing into the classroom their knowledge and research experience in their respective fields and offering students a solidly grounded yet innovative curriculum centered on the most significant features of the Spanish- and Portuguese-speaking worlds.
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